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Cherishing Our Community

Wartime in Childs Ercall — Part 2
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It is humbling to continue to learn that the parish of Childs
Ercall played a far more significant role in the Second
World War than its peaceful fields might suggest today.
Beneath the calm of the village green and the farmland
stretching toward the old airfield lie stories of military
activity, training, and the presence of hundreds of service
personnel who passed through during the war years.
During the early 1940s, temporary military barracks were
constructed on what is now the village green. These
buildings housed personnel connected to the nearby
airfield operations. Residents would recall rows of huts,
mess facilities, and the bustle of uniformed men and
women moving through the village. Although specific
archival photographs of the Childs Ercall village-green
barracks are scarce, their existence is supported by local
memory and by the documented presence of RAF and
Royal Navy units stationed at RAF Peplow. The barracks
served as overflow accommodation for aircrew and
ground staff when the airfield reached peak activity. It was
hive of activity when aircraft engines roared across the
runways, instructors drilled new pilots, and maintenance
crews worked around the clock. Many villagers recalled
the constant presence of aircraft overhead and the
camaraderie between locals and the servicemen who
frequented the parish. Its strategic importance is
highlighted by the fact that the Luftwaffe mapped the
airfield, as shown in surviving German reconnaissance
documents. The runways have long been reclaimed by
farmland, though traces of wartime infrastructure remain
visible to the keen observer. Although the barracks on the
village green and the airfield buildings have disappeared,

their legacy endures. The parish of Childs Ercall played a vital supporting role in Britain’s wartime
aviation training effort. Many young men trained here—some never returned from the missions

they later flew.



\U) Ercall Gardeners: Join the Blooming Brigade!
Hot on the heels of Childs Ercall’s triumph in the Best Kept Village
Competition 2025, a new green-fingered force has sprouted in our midst
—the Ercall Gardeners! This cheerful collection of horticultural heroes
has taken up trowels and watering cans to ensure our plant boxes,

i ' b hanging baskets and vegetable plots remain the envy of Shropshire.
J Rumour has it, even the weeds are trembling in fear! Our keen
e volunteers are already digging in, planting and maintaining our plant and

— boxes, hanging baskets and vegetable patches. The Ercall Gardeners are
ENING . L " )

seeking more enthusiastic souls to join their merry ranks. If you fancy
swapping a bit of telly for a spot of soil, come along and lend a hand,
with just a willingness to get your hands dirty! Whether you can spare
five minutes or fifty, your contribution will help keep Childs Ercall blooming marvellous. Anyone
who can spare a little time should contact Helen George at Ercallgardners@gmail.com or visit
the Ercall Gardeners on their Facebook page. The village that grows together, stays together
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In and around....

Crow Lane road closure - National Grid have confirmed the replacement of the existing
open wire overhead conductor and the replacement of 10 wooden poles following the fire last
year. This is scheduled to take place on Monday 11*" May for a period of 4-5 days. Diversions will
be put in place.

What’s on....

Monday night is loyalty card night at the Childs Ercall Village Club. Events scheduled:
7% & 21t May — Coffee & Cake (11am — 1pm)

8™ May — Love Cheese — a pop-up cheese emporium

13t & 27™ May — Prize Bingo

25" May — “Bring a block” — Cheese & Port Night

29" May — Pizza la Strada - our monthly visit from the pop-up pizza team

A message from James (Chair — Childs Ercall Parish Council)

May is an important month in the parish calendar, with both the Annual Parish
-| Meeting (APM) and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council taking place. The
. APM will be held on 20th May at 7pm in the Jubilee Hall. This is a chance for
i j residents to come along, hear what’s been happening over the past year, and raise
any parish matters they’d like to discuss. It's an open meeting for everyone, and we
always welcome your thoughts and ideas. The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
follows shortly afterwards. This is where the council sets itself up for the year ahead, including the
election of the Chair and Vice-Chair. Everyone is very welcome at both meetings, whether you
want to speak or simply listen in.

An on-line version of this newsletter can be found on the website. (www.childsercall-pc.gov.uk)
Roger Griffin, Councillor, Childs Ercall Parish Council, email: cllr.griffin@childsercall-pc.gov.uk
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