CHILDS ERCALL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Childs Ercall Parish Council held on Wednesday 21 May
2025 in the Jubilee Hall at 7.00 p.m.

Present:

ClIr.  Maddocks (Chair)
Cllr. P Clifton

Cllr. G Barnes

Cllr. R Griffin

Clir. B Sale

Clir J Letts

Cllr. M Hatfield

Clir. N Bentley

Also in attendance:

72/2025

73/2025

Mrs B Pearce — Parish Clerk
12 Members of the public

Welcome and Announcements
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the councillors and clerk.
Chair also introduced and welcomed Clir. Neil Bentley, the new Unitary Councillor.

Apologies for absence
No absences

74/2025 To receive declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in
accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant Authorities (Shropshire
Council disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

Members are reminded that should you declare a pecuniary interest at a meeting, it is your
responsibility to inform the Monitoring Officer.

75/2025

76/2025

77/2025

None.

Approval of the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting 15" May 2024
RESOLVED: To accept the minutes of the CEPC APM on 15" May 2024 as being

correct.

Matters arising from the 2024 Minutes.
None.

Annual Report from Clir. James Maddocks, Chairman of Childs Ercall Parish
Council

Report provided by Clir. James Maddocks:

Childs Ercall APM Chairman’s Report

21 May 2025

This year’s report is mostly about community. Last May, we entered the BKVC competition, not just
to showcase our beautiful parish but to celebrate the dedication of our volunteers, who bring life

and vibrancy to our local events. The competition wasn’t solely about floral displays or well-
maintained spaces-it was about how a community works together. We were incredibly proud to be
awarded runners-up in October and invited volunteers from various community organisations to
share in the achievement. Among them was Tracey Allport, whose ever-lengthening Jake the Snake
perched dramatically on the village green wall, became an unexpected highlight for the

adjudicators!!



Building on last year’s efforts, we’ve once again entered the competition. It's heartening to see
volunteers rally together working with our community organisations-offering greenhouse space for
plants, building and placing planting boxes throughout the parish, establishing a community
vegetable patch, and organising events for our residents, particularly children. From picnics, easter
egg hunts, poster drawing, stone painting and storytelling to the magical Fairy House, these
activities reflect the strong and generous spirit of our community and its ability to work together.
Thank you to everyone involved, and best of luck in this year’s competition!

Throughout the election campaign, | witnessed firsthand how other communities operate, learning
from their successes and challenges. It’s not always easy as volunteers come and go, and
councillors too, serve as volunteers. However, as long as there’s purpose and commitment,
communities will continue to thrive.

Politically we have seen change in the last 12 months with a new government in Westminster and
more recently a change with Shropshire Council, inevitably there will be uncertainty as a result,
pressure will remain over budgets, the constant talk of mergers, the risk to local services, and the
threat of development in our rural areas. As a PC, we need to be ready to fight these challenges
and we welcome the support of our new Unitary Councillor, Neil Bentley, who we look forward to
working with going forward.

Time seems to move on at an ever-accelerating pace, and it’s easy to overlook the achievements of
the past year. As a Parish Council, we’ve made improvements to our community infrastructure,
including repairing the chain-link fence surrounding our playing fields and playground, ensuring
compliance and safety. We’ve also refurbished the path leading to the Hall and playground to
improve accessibility for residents. Additionally, we carried out a full overhaul of the playground
mechanisms to keep them in good working order.

We’ve taken steps to enhance road safety in the Parish with the implementation and management
of the St Michaels Crow Lane Weight Restriction recording footage of breaches which have been
escalated via the DVSA, Operation SNAP and the Road Safety Team. At a recent meeting with WMP
and the P and C C, Jon Campion as Commissioner offered funds for further signage and speed
assessments which will hopefully be undertaken on our village roads.

Our commitment to community support continues through grants provided to CECA, our PCC, the
Village Club and local football clubs. These grants have facilitated several improvements, including
air conditioning at the Club, the restoration of headstones in church grounds, internal
enhancements to the Hall, and new goalposts for football teams. It was wonderful to see our
parish come together for another successful village event in June, followed by the much-loved
Horse and Dog Show in September.

Looking ahead, we remain mindful of financial challenges. Inflationary pressures and a tight budget
mean that we must continue to be careful with our expenditures while ensuring we provide
support to our community. Income may fluctuate and given our increased spending in FY25, we
will need to take a more prudent approach in FY26.

We've continued our efforts to enhance green spaces by planting more trees where the old
playground was located and a plaque was placed next to one of our recently planted oak trees by
Marcus’ granddaughters Alice and Isobel, to recognise his remarkable contributions to our
community.

Planning remains a critical issue. Shropshire Council has not met its 5-year target for new and
affordable homes significantly impacting local planning decisions. The application at the Old Motor
Salvage Yard remains undetermined and we are expecting further applications within the next year,
and we must protect our green spaces.



In closing, | want to thank everyone who has contributed to the success of our parish over the past
year. From volunteers and councillors to residents and community groups, it is your dedication
that allows our community to prosper. Together, we will continue to build a thriving and
welcoming parish for all.

78/2025 Annual Reports from Local Community Organisations

CECA - Clir P Clifton Chair of Childs Ercall Community Association

CECA continue to function with various events, including quizzes being held in the Hall and ClIr.
Clifton thanked Janine Griffin for her work on managing the bookings. Next event is a Ceilidh on 7"
June. CECA now hold a TENSs licence which allows for an income from a bar at events.

The association hold a reasonable financial position. CECA have been provided with grants from
the PC during FY25, to include replacing the water heating system which had broken down.
Volunteers are always required on the CECA committee and ClIr. Clifton can be contacted if anyone
is interested in joining.

CE PCC — Judy Warrilow Chair of the PCC and Church Warden

St Michael’s Church year is continuing well, and PCC Chair thanked the Church Team for all their
efforts.

Volunteers distribute 250 newsletters per month throughout the parish; CECA and the PC also
contribute with news and updates. Church is open daily from 10am — 4pm for visitors and the food
bank collection point is in the porch. Food is taken to Market Drayton distribution point.

4 services are held per month, including shared communion with Stoke-on-Tern church, and Sunday
School.

No weddings were held in 2024, with one baptism and 7 funerals, 2 burials and committals, sadly
losing an elderly, 103-year-old resident this year.

Highlights for the year include a very well attended Easter Service, offering Easter Eggs to families
with an outside service. Remembrance Day was commemorated with an outdoor service with a
beautiful poppy display. Christmas is very well supported by the parish, the choir and puppet show
well received. The Crib Walk was a success with Church working with the Club and CECA to provide
a very enjoyable event.

Finance: The cost of keeping the Church open is now above £10k per annum, including electricity
insurance and fees to Lichfield Diocese. St Michaels now belongs to a benefice of 8 churches which
also increases costs.

Costs are covered by donations and fundraising. Fundraising includes a 100 Club, Wine Event and a
Harvest Lunch. The main fundraiser is the yearly Horse and Dog Show held in September and Chair
of the PCC that Claire Clifton and all the volunteers for their hard work on the event.

Church received a grant from the PC this year to enable the church steps to be repaired and
headstones to be straightened.

The Clock has been serviced, and a new sound system has been installed.

Village Club — Written report provided by John Batsford — Chair of Childs Ercall Club

Childs Ercall Club despite the current financial climate is managing to maintain its standing and still
continues to move forward with improvements and upgrades. It is managed by a very proactive
capable committee.

The club is a private members club and as a result of this, and as stipulated in the Licensing Act
2003 is a non-profit organisation. All monies made by our sales have to be returned into the funds
of the club for its upkeep.

Only members or bona fide guests are allowed to purchase drinks and at the moment our current
membership stands at 242 members which is very slightly down on the 254 members we had at the
end of 2024. The cost of membership is a nominal £5, and it has been this price for many years,
however there will be a proposal tabled at our next AGM to increase this.



Financially we are holding our own, we are, like every other organisation in the leisure industry
being hit hard by increased costs, both from the drinks manufacturers and by energy costs. We
have also in recent years been victim of our own success and strayed into the zone where we are
now obliged to pay VAT. Which unfortunately meant increased costs for our members.

With regard to our drinks, our very capable bar manager April is in constant contact with our
suppliers brokering deals and looking for alternative less expensive sources.

Our energy costs are increasing all the time, we have a biomass boiler which was installed some
years ago and we received, and still do, receive a grant through the RHI scheme which helps with
our heating costs.

With regard to our electricity, our biggest cost is incurred in the cellar. This has an air conditioning
unit fitted which has to keep the temperature of the cellar at a constant 12 degrees summer and
winter and is running 24 hours a day, recently we have fitted screens in the cellar so that only the
area containing the kegs is conditioned. We also have two large chillers which dispense our beer at
the optimum temperature and fridges in the bar.

We have just this week received quotes from various companies to fit solar panels, firstly to help
reduce our costs by producing electricity for our own use but hopefully feed back into the grid. This
will also help to reduce our carbon footprint considerably.

We have our bowling section which has two teams in the Market Drayton bowling league, one in
division one and the B team in division 3 and we also have a team in the Whitchurch league. We
have two teams in the local domino league, and although we don’t have a formal darts team we
have recently re-instated our dart board in the function room, and this is proving to be very
popular. We continue to organise events and entertainment on a regular basis.

Best Kept Village Committee — Christine Murphy

Childs Ercall have entered the Best Kept Village Competition 2025 which is run by the Community
Foundation for Staffordshire & Shropshire and an ad-hoc group was set up to organise and enter
the competition.

A wide variety of plants have been sourced, mainly grown by the group, and Christine thanked all
the residents who have made donations, offered to water pots and given up greenhouse space to
grow seedlings for the project.

Financially, the group have a small budget, the runner-up prize money from the 2024 competition
using this frugally. Pots have been donated and repurposed.

Planters and hanging baskets can now start to be seen around the village. Planting will take place
on the village green and in the trugs at the entrance to the village. A small area around the bus
stop is being planted as a vegetable plot, and group assured that this will be well kept.

The group have worked with CECA, the Club and Church on events to support the application,
including sessions for the children in stone painting and poster making.

If anyone would like to volunteer to water, please contact the group.

79/2025 Public Questions from the above reports.
Would grants be available again in FY25/26 for the parish organisations?
Chair would always wish to be in a position to be able to award grants and depending on financial
situation PC will come to a decision as to whether the small grants fund can be allocated this year
or whether to consider applications on an individual basis.

80/2025 An opportunity for Members of the Parish to raise any matters for discussion.
None

81/2025 Meeting Closure
Chair thanked members of the public and councillors for their attendance at the annual meeting
and the meeting was closed.



