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RAF Peplow – Way back when… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph courtesy of Bernard Sale (with thanks!) 

This recently shared photograph of the barracks and support buildings might cause a bit of a stir 
and a nostalgic look back to the way things were by those parishioners who might remember it’s 
previous guise. Before Eaton Road, Steppes Way and Kinlet Close sprouted their neat rows of 
houses, the landscape looked rather different. Instead of cul-de-sacs and wheelie bins, the area 
was home to mess halls, and workshops. If you stand in the right spot on Eaton Road today and 
close your eyes, it’s hard to imagine that this peaceful residential area was once the beating 
heart of wartime logistics. Top left is the unmistakable silhouette of the old working men’s club, 
now proudly reincarnated as the Childs Ercall Village Club. The photograph is more than just a 
snapshot of buildings, it’s a reminder of the parish’s role in a much larger story. Despite all the 
changes, one thing remains the same, the parish continues to be a place where community 
matters, stories are shared, and history is never too far beneath our feet. 
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Planning Matters 
26/01212/FUL|Mixed residential development of 27 dwellings (inc. 8 affordable homes) 
Everyone in the parish will be aware of the contentious nature of this planning application, which 
has triggered a local outcry from within and outside of the parish. Opposition to the proposals 
has reached a significant 239 objections. Updates can be found on the planning portal as it 
moves through the process.  
Local Plan Consultation is open until 15th July. You can have your say at the following: 
https://getinvolved.shropshire.gov.uk/consultations/shropshire-local-plan-scoping-consultation/ 

In and around…. 
Yeeps – it’s lock, stock and two smoking parcels 

The parish has seen many great innovations over the centuries, including 
that one time someone suggested putting wheels on wheelbarrows! 
Nothing compares to the arrival of the Yeep Parcel Lockers at Jubilee Hall 
though. Parishioners can now enjoy a safe and secure place for all their DPD 
parcels. No more “left in a safe place” that turns out to be the compost 

heap and no more photographs of the parcel being “safely delivered” to a door that you 
wouldn’t recognise on a 3D google street view!  

Au Revoir Gary 
After 3½ years of fantastic service to the Childs Ercall parish community, Gary has 
decided to step down from the Parish Council. Gary has created and maintained the 
community website in addition to his responsibilities for the maintenance and safety 
compliance of the playground equipment on the Jubilee Fields. In addition, he has 

been our very own Womble of Jubilee Park, ensuring that all the bins in the playground area 
have been regularly emptied. He will be sorely missed, but we would like to take this opportunity 
to say a huge THANK YOU, Gary for your dedication and service to the community. We are keen 
to recruit a volunteer Womble of Jubilee to take on the emptying of the bins periodically. If 
anyone can spare just a few minutes, please contact James at chair@childsercall-pc.gov.uk 
 

A message from James (Chair – Childs Ercall Parish Council) 
Thank you to everyone who attended our Annual Parish and Community Meetings 
on 20th May. We received reports from the Chair of the Parish Council, along with 
updates from the Church, the Village Club and the Community Association (CECA). 
Despite the challenging times that we face, these organisations continue to provide 
services to the community. I was re-appointed Chair to the Parish Council and 
Martyn Hatfield was appointed Vice Chair. We will continue to work hard to 

promote and represent your interests in the best way that we can. A wide range of topics were 
discussed including the ongoing planning applications that are coming our way and the current 
state of our roads. Shropshire Council’s consultation for the new Local Plan is now open and runs 
until 15th July. It represents an opportunity for the community to have their say and to influence 
the plan. Thank you to everyone for your support. 
 
An on-line version of this newsletter can be found on the website. (www.childsercall-pc.gov.uk)                                                         
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