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Best Kept Village: The Final Push 
Judging of the Best Kept Village Competition will be taking place in June. As we approach the 
final furlong, the team have been very busy adding some lovely features to the village for 
everyone to enjoy. Hanging baskets have appeared on the bus shelter and on the fencing on 
the entrance to the Jubilee Hall. Planters have been built and placed at the entrance to the 
village, ready to be planted out providing a floral welcome to all visitors. 
They will look stunning when filled with the fruits of the labours of the BKV team, who have 
battled warm dry days and frosty overnight temperatures whilst growing the plants for these 
displays. Such fantastic work by the team and a huge thank you to everyone who have given 
their time for the benefit of the community. Community spirit in plain sight. 

 
 

Crafting for the Community 

Who knew that Childs Ercall is home to so many talented children. 
The crafting session in April produced a multitude of beautifully 
painted stones for the fairy house, as well as some wonderful 
drawings.  
A big thank you to Cheryl Batsford for organising the session. The 
children undoubtedly had a lovely time creating their masterpieces.  
 

Anyone who might have tip-toed past the fairy house will have noticed that it has been ‘sold’. 
Mr Prickles is very excited, but who will be moving in? Will the new owner be revealed in June, 
maybe at the Grand welcome for all Fairyland residents, perhaps? Or will it be at the Teddy 
Bears Picnic on the Village Green, where there will also be a Fairyland story competition? 

BKV Team Need You! 
As judgement day draws ever closer, we can all do our bit. As the saying goes, a little goes a 
long way. It is heartwarming to see the pride that many villagers take in keeping the frontages 
of their houses in pristine condition. If our residents could just expand the upkeep to clear the 
kerbside of any weeds or mud outside of  their houses, it would make a huge difference to the 
presentation of the village, with very little effort. Every little helps….! 
Volunteers are also needed to help water the planters and hanging baskets throughout the 
summer. If you can help, please contact: Christine Murphy (murphywindyridge@hotmail.com) 
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In and around… 
Don’t be a Fool 
Those of a certain age will remember the road safety strap line that “Only a fool breaks the 
two second rule”. There has been a spate of reported attempts of “Crash 4 Cash” along the 
A41 and on or around the Forton Road/Forton Road Island near Newport. 
The perpetrators of this scam, prey upon those vehicles who drive too close, and then slam on 
the brakes causing the unsuspecting driver of the vehicle behind to crash into the back of 
them. Please be vigilant when driving along the A41 and be careful to maintain your distance 
irrespective of how fast or slow the car in front is going. 
 

Council Elections  

We are all aware that the Council elections at the beginning of May returned a new Liberal 
Democrat administration to the Guildhall after a 16-year tenure by the Conservatives. 
The well attended Annual Parish Meeting on 21st May, saw Cheswardine’s new Unitary 
Councillor, Neil Bentley attend the meeting. Neil shares the same passion for our beautiful 
countryside as we all do and is looking forward to being an active advocate for our area. 
Neil can be contacted directly on his email, Neil.Bentley@shropshire.gov.uk. Alternatively, you 
can ask your questions or raise your concerns, directly with the Parish Council, which will 
always represent a collective voice for the village and its parishioners. 
 

Planning 
It is evident that there remain concerns about the possible development of some of the land 
in and around the village. Just a reminder of the planning tracker that can be found on the 
Childs Ercall website, where you can sign up to receive alerts. 
https://www.childsercall-pc.gov.uk/community/childs-ercall-community-website-
20417/planning-tracker/ 

  
 
Have Your Say  
The next Parish Council meeting will be at the Jubilee Hall on June 18th at 7.00pm. 
All are welcome to attend.  
An on-line version of this newsletter can be found on the website. (www.childsercall.co.uk)                                                            
Roger Griffin, Councillor, Childs Ercall Parish Council, email: cllr.rgriffin@gmail.com  
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