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Cherishing Our Community

New Year....

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2025.

| do hope everyone was able to enjoy some of the wonderful activities on offer in the village
over the festive season and managed to stay safe on the icy roads if venturing further afield.
No doubt the substantial rainfall and freezing temperatures will herald the unwelcome return
of our old friends, the potholes. You can play your part in helping to keep our roads safe by
reporting them on-line to Shropshire Council, stating the location and details of the issue.

If you consider the issue to be dangerous or an emergency, you can call 0345 678 9006.

...New Challenge!

The Best Kept Village and Community Competition is back!
Hot on the heels of our success in 2024 when we were runners up
in the competition, we aim to go for the top spot this year and
WIN, WIN, WIN!
Competition entry will be open from 1% March, with judging
taking place in May/June.
This will be on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting of
the Parish Council, who will again be co-ordinating the entry, but in the meantime.....

WE NEED YOU!
We had an amazing group of volunteers last year, who armed with garden tools and gloves, all
pitched in to help the ‘Big Village Tidy Up’. Hedges were trimmed, weeds were pulled up and
signs were cleaned. However, to claim the winning title this year, we are going to need to up
our game, so this is where you come in.
This year we are looking for anyone who would be in interested in setting up/joining a Village
Floral Support Group, to look at planting options around the village, sourcing the appropriate
plants and helping with the required fund raising/sponsorship.
If you can help in any way, please message the Parish Council via their Facebook page, or
contact James on 07595 120675 or better still, pop along and see us at the next Parish Council
meeting on 19%" February at the Jubilee Hall. We’d love to hear from you.

In and around...

News on the Roads.

: Concerns have been raised by several residents regarding the size and volume
of vehicles that continue to use Crow Lane/St Michaels Way, and who

. continually flout the weight limit.

The increased traffic is a direct result of the access to Ollerton Business Park,
but the narrow lanes are not appropriate to accommodate size of the vehicles
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now using it, with the lack of passing places presenting a further hazard. Indeed, the terms
upon which planning permission was originally granted for the business park, required passing
placed to be installed, however, although we are now some way down the line, it is
disappointing that this has still not happened.

The Parish Council have recently installed a camera for the sole purpose of tracking the extent
of the issue. This provides us with valuable, and hitherto unavailable, data with which to lobby
John Campion, the Police and Crime Commissioner at a meeting on 24" January.

The speed at which vehicles are passing through the village has also raised concerns, which
were discussed with PC Liam Heathcote at a recent Parish Council meeting, and we are looking
into the possibility of acquiring a speed indicator device, similar to the one at Eaton on Tern,
to act as a traffic calming measure.

The device could be moved around the various areas of the village where speeding is a
particular issue, such as Eaton Road, near the playing fields, and also Narrow Lane.

A41 Roadworks.

Works are due to start shortly on drainage improvements on the A41 between Standford
Bridge crossroads and the Forton Road roundabout.

Weather permitting, the work is due to start on 3™ February and complete on 31 March on
weekdays only, between 08.00 and 17.00, during which period, 24-hour, two-way traffic lights
will be in operation. Whilst this will no doubt cause some delays and disruption to the daily
commute, at least the road is remaining open this time.

An unwelcome tip-off

There has been a recent spell of fly-tipping reported in the village, probably as a result of the
stringent new requirement by Shropshire Council to book a slot before turning up at the local
recycling centres, but definitely as a result of the laziness and lack of consideration by some
reprehensible individuals. If you see any such instances, please report them immediately to
Shropshire Council for removal and correct disposal.

What’s on ...

There is so much going on in our small village, and this is all thanks to the army of willing
volunteers who give up their time to create the special community spirit that resulted in our
success in the Best Kept Village and Community Competition.

The Childs Ercall Club, The Community Association and The Church all have a variety of events
and activities for you to enjoy, from table-tennis to quizzes and bingo, but they all need your
support to ensure their continued success.

There’s something for everyone, so please do get involved and support those who give their
time to support you!

Check out the Village Events Calendar on the Childs Ercall Community Website and look out
for the next events coming your way soon! (www.childsercall.co.uk)

Have Your Say

The next Parish Council meeting will be at the Jubilee Hall on February 19th at 7.00pm.

All are welcome to attend.

An on-line version of this newsletter can be found on the website. (www.childsercall.co.uk)
Janine Griffin, Councillor. Childs Ercall Parish Council, email: griffandjanine@gmail.com




